The Examiner is respectfully requested to amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 



IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

^substitute specification, with no markings, and a substitute specification, 
with markings, showing the changes made thereto are enclosed. 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

/ 

Please amend Claims 1-5, 7-17, and 20-25 to read as follows (a marked-up 
version of the amended claims, showing the changes made thereto, is attached). 



1 . (Amended) A printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 
printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 
each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 
direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 
said carriage, said printing apparatus comjDrising: 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

\ 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a^preceding scan; 

\ 

means for setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 



of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line so as to be substantially 



equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing completion 



position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; and 

means for driving said carriage^to scan depending upon a period set 
by said carriage scanning period setting means. 
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2. (Amended) A pointing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 
printing medium a plurality of times, to! perform printing upon the print medium during 
each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 
direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 
said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

means for setting alcarriage scanning period required to start printing 

\ 

of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line so as to be substantially 
equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing completion 
position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; and 

means for driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set 
by said carriage scanning period setting means, 

wherein said carriage, scanning period includes at least a first 

\ 

carriage scanning period required for the carriage to reach a predetermined position after 

\ 

completion of printing of the preceding line and a second carriage scanning period required 

for the carriage to reach the predetermined period at the printing start position of the next 

r t 
line, \\ 

i 

said carriage scanning period setting means takes a difference 

it 

between a said printing medium feeding period and a sum of said first carriage scanning 
period and said second carriage scanning period, as a waiting period when a sum of said 
first carriage scanning period and said second carriage scanning period is less than said 
printing medium feeding period, 



said carriage driving means maintains stopping the carriage for said 



waiting period after deceleration and Stopping of the carriage according to said first 
carriage scanning period after completion of printing of the preceding line. 

3. (Amended) A (printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 
printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 



each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 
direction different from a scanning dir^tion of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 
said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 



means for getting 
period required for feeding the printing 



information relating to a printing medium feeding 
medium for the predetermined amount after 

\ 

completion of printing in a preceding lirie in a preceding scan; 

means for setting 1 carriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line so as to be substantially 
equal to said printing medium feeding peiod depending upon a printing completion 



position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; and 

means for driving saiid carriage to scan depending upon a period set 



by said carriage scanning period setting means, 



wherein said carriageiscanning period includes at least a first 

1 

carriage scanning period required for the carriage to reach a predetermined position after 
completion of printing of the preceding line and a second carriage scanning period required 



for the carriage to reach the predetermined period at the printing start position of the next 

line, I 

said carriage scanning period setting means sets a scanning speed of 
said carriage so that a sum of said first carriageicanning period and said second carriage 



scanning period becomes equal to said printing medium feeding period, and 
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said carriage driving means drives a carriage scanning depending 
upon the scanning speed of the carriage set by said carriage scanning period setting means. 



4. (Amended) A printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 
printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 
each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 
direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 
said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising; 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 



means for getting information relating to a carriage scanning period 



from an end position of printing of the preceding line to a start position of printing of the 

ti 

is 

next line in a scanning direction of the carriage; and 

means for driving said carriage to scan to start printing of the next 

i. . 

line, after completion of printing in said preceding line, depending upon a relationship 

i 

between said carriage scanning period and said printing medium feeding period. 

i 

\ 

\ 

5. (Amended) A printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 

\ 

printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 
each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 
direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 
said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 




completion of printing in a precedingpine in a preceding scan; 

i 

means for getting information relating to a carriage scanning period 
from an end position of printing of thelipreceding line to a start position of printing of the 
next line in a scanning direction of thelcarriage; and 

means for driving said carriage to scan to start printing of the next 
line, after completion of printing in saidLreceding line, depending upon a relationship 
between said carriage scanning period arid said printing medium feeding period, 

wherein said carriage driving means does not vary a scanning speed 



of said carriage even after completion of printing of said preceding line when said carriage 
scanning period is longer than said printing\medium feeding period. 



7. (Amended) A printing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein said 
carriage driving means provides a zone to decelerate the carriage for a predetermined 
period so that said carriage scanning period becomes equal to said printing medium feeding 
period when said carriage scanning period is less than said printing medium feeding period, 
and accelerates said carriage to reach the printing start position at a predetermined speed 
after scanning said carriage at a decelerated speed after completion of printing of the 
preceding line. 

8. (Amended) A printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 

printing medium a plurality of times, to perform Rrinting upon the print medium during 

\ 

each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 

I 

direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 
said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: \ 

means for getting information rearing to a printing medium feeding 



# 



period required for feeding the printing njedium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line! in a preceding scan; 

means for setting ajcarriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printiig in said preceding line in said preceding scan so 
as to be substantially equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a 
printing completion position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next 

line; and 1 

means for driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set 

I 

by said carriage scanning period setting means. 



9. (Amended) A printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 
printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 



each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 
direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 



said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 

I 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

li 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 



completion of printing in a preceding line in alpreceding scan; 

means for setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 

of the next line after completion of printing in laid preceding line in said preceding scan so 

J 

as to be substantially equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a 
printing completion position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next 

line; and a 

means for driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set 

by said carriage scanning period setting means, 



# 



wherein said carriage scanning period includes at least a first 
carriage scanning period required for stepping the carriage at a predetermined position after 



completion of printing of the preceding 



ine, a carriage return period required for effecting 



a scanning in said predetermined direction and returning the carriage in reverse direction to 



stop at the predetermined position, and i 



second carriage scanning period required for the 



carriage to reach at the predetermined sp eed to the printing start position of the next line 
from a predetermined position stopping hfter carriage return, 

said carriage scanning period setting means takes a difference 
between a sum of said first carriage scanning period and said carriage return period and 
said second carriage scanning period, and a printing medium feeding period as a waiting 
period when a sum of said first carriage scanning period and said carriage return period and 



said second carriage scanning period is less than said printing medium feeding period, 

1 

said carriage driving means maintains stopping the carriage for said 



waiting period after carriage return. 
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10. (Amended) A printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 

I 

printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 
each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 

direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 

i. 

said carriage, said printing apparatus composing: 

!, 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 

completion of printing in a preceding line in fa preceding scan; 

\ 

means for setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printing inlaid preceding line in a preceding scan so as 



to become equal to said printing mediAm feeding period depending upon a printing 
completion position of the preceding like and the printing start position of the next line; 
and 

means for driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set 
by said carriage scanning period setting means. 



1 1 . (Amended) A pointing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 
printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 
each respective scan and to feed the printing medium a predetermined amount in a 

direction different from a scanning direction of a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 

t 

said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

.1 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

means for setting ^carriage scanning period required to start printing 

of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line in a preceding scan so as 

\ 

to become equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing 
completion position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; 

and \ 

means for driving saui carriage to scan depending upon a period set 

I; 

by said carriage scanning period setting means, 



wherein said carriageWanning period includes at least a first 
carriage scanning period required for the carriage to stop at a predetermined position after 
completion of printing in a predetermined direction, a recovery process period required for 



performing recovery process of the printing head at the predetermined position and a 

\ 



-9- 



second carriage scanning period require! for the carriage to reach the printing start position 
of the next line by scanning the carriagelin a direction opposite to scanning of said 
predetermined direction from said predetermined position after finishing of the recovery 
process, 

ling period setting means takes a difference 
between a sum of said first carriage scanr ing period, a recovery period and said second 
carriage scanning period, and said printing medium feeding period as a waiting period 

jperiod, said recovery period and said second 
carriage scanning period is less than said printing medium feeding period, 

said carriage driving means stops the carriage for said waiting period 
after finishing said recovery process. 

12. (Amended) A printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a 

i 

printing medium a plurality of times, to perform printing upon the print medium during 



when a sum of said first carriage scannin 



each respective scan and to feed the printingimedium a predetermined amount in a 

direction different from a scanning directionLf a carriage, said printhead being mounted on 

1 

said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 

means for getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 

! 

completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

1 

means for setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 

1 

of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line in a preceding scan so as 
to become equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing 
completion position of the preceding line and the panting start position of the next line; 
and 
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means for driving smd carriage to scan depending upon a period set 
by said carriage scanning period setting means, 

wherein said carriage scanning period includes at least a first 

carriage scanning period required for the carriage to stop at a predetermined position after 

1 

completion of printing in a predetermined direction, a recovery process period required for 
performing recovery process of the printing head at the predetermined position and a 
second carriage scanning period required f|r the carriage to reach the printing start position 

of the next line by scanning the carriage injja direction opposite to scanning of said 

1 

predetermined direction from said predetermined position after finishing of the recovery 
process, 

said carriage scanning period setting means takes said printing 
medium a difference between a sum of said|first carriage scanning period, a recovery 
period and said second carriage scanning period, and said printing medium feeding period 
as a waiting period when a sum of said first 'carriage scanning period, said recovery period 
and said second carriage scanning period is llss than said printing medium feeding period, 



said carriage driving means for performing said recovery process 

i 



after stopping the carriage for said waiting period. 



13. (Amended) A carriage 



scan driving method using a printing 



s 

apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 

1 

printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed the printing 

medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 

t 



carriage, the carriage being used to mount the pr^nt head, said printing apparatus 
comprising: 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
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period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding 1 jie in a preceding scan; 

a step of setting fi carriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printing in the preceding line so as to be substantially 
equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing completion 
position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; and 



a step of driving 



the carriage to travel depending upon a period set 



by said carriage scanning period setting step. 



14. (Amended) A carriage scan driving method using a printing 
apparatus scanning a printing head overja printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 

i' 

printing upon the print medium during e!ach respective scan and to feed the printing 

f 

medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 
carriage, the carriage being used to mount the print head, said printing apparatus 

comprising: [ 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 

completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

i 

a step of setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 

i 

of the next line after completion of printing in the preceding line so as to be substantially 

equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing completion 
position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; and 

a step of driving the carriage to travel depending upon a period set 
by said carriage scanning period setting step) 



wherein said carriage scanning period includes at least a first 

i 
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carriage scanning period required for thle carriage to reach a predetermined position after 
completion of printing of the preceding line and a second carriage scanning period required 
for the carriage to reach the predetermined period at the printing start position of the next 
line, 

said carriage scanning period setting step takes a difference between 

I 

a the printing medium feeding period and, a sum of the first carriage scanning period and 

\ 

the second carriage scanning period, as a waiting period when a sum of said first carriage 
scanning period and said second carriage scanning period is less than said printing medium 
feeding period, | 

said carriage driving step maintains stopping the carriage for said 



waiting period after deceleration and stopping of the carriage according to said first 

1 

carriage scanning period after completion o^f printing of the preceding line. 



15. (Amended) A carriage scan driving method using a printing 
apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 

i 

printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed the printing 
medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 

carriage, the carriage being used to mount the print head, said printing apparatus 

• • I 
comprising: 

v 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 

{ 

4 

completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

a step of setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 



of the next line after completion of printing in the preceding line so as to be substantially 
equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing completion 
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by said carriage scanning period setting 



position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; and 

a step of driving the carriage to travel depending upon a period set 
step, 

wherein said carriage scanning period includes at least a first 
carriage scanning period required for the carriage to reach a predetermined position after 
completion of printing of the preceding line and a second carriage scanning period required 
for the carriage to reach the predetermined period at the printing start position of the next 
line, 

said carriage scanning period setting step sets a scanning speed of 

1 

said carriage so that a sum of said first carriage scanning period and said second carriage 
scanning period becomes equal to said printing medium feeding period, and 

said carriage driving step controls carriage scanning depending upon 

i 

a scanning speed of the carriage set by saici carriage scanning period setting step. 

16. (Amended) A carriage scan driving method using a printing 

apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 

I 

printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed the printing 

\ 

medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 
carriage, the carriage being used to mount said print head, said printing apparatus 
comprising: 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium^or the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 



a step of getting information relating to a scanning period of the 
carriage from completion position of printing of tt\ preceding line to start position of 

\ 
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printing of next line in a scanning direction of the carriage; and 

a step of driving said carriage to scan to start printing of the next line 
after completion of printing in said preceding line depending upon a relationship between 
said carriage scanning period and said p inting medium feeding period. 



17. (Amended) A carriage scan driving method using a printing 
apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 
printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed the printing 
medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 
carriage, the carriage being used to mount said print head, said printing apparatus 
comprising: 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

I 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

a step of getting information relating to a scanning period of the 
carriage from completion position of printing of the preceding line to start position of 

printing of next line in a scanning direction of the carriage; and 

\ 

a step of driving said carriage to scan to start printing of the next line 
after completion of printing in said preceding line depending upon a relationship between 



said carriage scanning period and said printing medium feeding period, 

\ • 
wherein said carriage driv|ng step does not vary a scanning speed ot 

said carriage even after completion of printing oftpreceding line when said carriage 

scanning period is longer than said printing medium feeding period. 



a? 



20. (Amended) A carriage scan Wiving method using a printing 
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apparatus scanning a printing head oven a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 
printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed the printing 
medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 
carriage, the carriage being used to mourjt said print head, said printing apparatus 
comprising: 



a step of getting in: 



brmation relating to a printing medium feeding 



period required for feeding the printing m|dium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

a step of setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printingjin said preceding line in said preceding scan so 
as to be substantially equal to said printing Inedium feeding period depending upon a 
printing completion position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next 
line; and 

a step of driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set by 
said carriage scanning period setting step. 



21 . (Amended) A carriage scan driving method using a printing 
apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 
printing upon the print medium during each respe|tive scan and to feed the printing 
medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 



carriage, the carriage being used to mount said print head, said printing apparatus 
comprising: 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 



completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 
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a step of setting 



carriage scanning period required to start printing 



of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line in said preceding scan so 
as to be substantially equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a 
printing completion position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next 
line; and 

a step of driving szlid carriage to scan depending upon a period set by 
said carriage scanning period setting step| 

wherein said carriage scanning period includes at least a first 



carriage scanning period required for stopping the carriage at a predetermined position after 

I 

completion of printing of the preceding line* a carriage return period required for effecting 
scanning in said predetermined direction and returning the carriage in reverse direction to 
stop at the predetermined position, and a second carriage scanning period required for the 
carriage to reach at the predetermined speed )o the printing start position of the next line 
from a predetermined position stopping after carnage return, 

said carriage scanning pferiod setting step takes a difference between 
a sum of said first carriage scanning period anJ^said carriage return period and said second 
carriage scanning period, and a printing medium feeding period as a waiting period when a 
sum of said first carriage scanning period and said carriage return period and said second 
carriage scanning period is less than said printingWedium feeding period, 

said carriage driving step maintains stopping the carriage for said 
waiting period after carriage return. 



22. (Amended) A carriage scan driving method using a printing 
apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 
printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed the printing 
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medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 
carriage the carriage being used to mount the print head, wherein a recovery process of the 
printing head at a predetermined position is performed per scan in a predetermined 

s 

direction of said carriage, said printing 'apparatus comprising: 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 
period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 
completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

a step of setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line in a preceding scan so as 
to become equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing 
completion position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; 
and 

a step of driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set by 
said carriage scanning period setting step. 

23. (Amended) A carriage scan driving method using a printing 
apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of times, to perform 
printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed the printing 
medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning direction of a 
carriage the carriage being used to mount the print head, wherein a recovery process of the 
printing head at a predetermined position is performed per scan in a predetermined 
direction of said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 

a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 

I 

completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

\ 
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a step of settings carriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printing in said preceding line in a preceding scan so as 



to become equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing 
completion position of the preceding liny and the printing start position of the next line; 
and 

a step of driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set by 
said carriage scanning period setting stepj 

wherein said carriage scanning period includes at least a first 
carriage scanning period required for the Jarriage to stop at a predetermined position after 
completion of printing in a predetermined direction, a recovery process period required for 
performing recovery process of the printing head at the predetermined position and a 
second carriage scanning period required for the carriage to reach the printing start position 
of the next line by scanning the carriage in aWrection opposite to scanning of said 
predetermined direction from said predetermined position after finishing of the recovery 
process, 

said carriage scanning period setting step takes said printing medium 

1 

a difference between a sum of said first carriage scanning period, a recovery period and 



said second carriage scanning period, and said printing medium feeding period as a waiting 
period when a sum of said first carriage scanning period, said recovery period and said 



second carriage scanning period is less than saidfprinting medium feeding period, 

said carriage driving step slops the carriage for said waiting period 
after said recovery process. 



24. (Amended) A carriage scan driving method 

\ 

using a printing apparatus scanning a printing head over a printing medium a plurality of 



times, to perform printing upon the print medium during each respective scan and to feed 
the printing medium a predetermined amount in a direction different from a scanning 
direction of a carriage the carriage being^used to mount the print head, wherein a recovery 
process of the printing head at a predetermined position is performed per scan in a 
predetermined direction of said carriage, said printing apparatus comprising: 



a step of getting information relating to a printing medium feeding 

i 

period required for feeding the printing medium for the predetermined amount after 

\ 

completion of printing in a preceding line in a preceding scan; 

a step of setting a carriage scanning period required to start printing 
of the next line after completion of printingjjn said preceding line in a preceding scan so as 

to become equal to said printing medium feeding period depending upon a printing 

1 

completion position of the preceding line and the printing start position of the next line; 
and | 

a step of driving said carriage to scan depending upon a period set by 
said carriage scanning period setting step, 



wherein said carriage scanning period includes at least a first 
carriage scanning period required for the carriage to stop at a predetermined position after 
completion of printing in a predetermined direction, a recovery process period required for 
performing recovery process of the printing head at the predetermined position and a 
second carriage scanning period required for the carriage to reach the printing start position 
of the next line by scanning the carriage in a direction opposite to a scanning of said 
predetermined direction from said predetermined position after finishing of the recovery 
process, 

said carriage scanning period setting step takes a difference between 
a sum of said first carriage scanning period, a recovery period and said second carriage 
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scanning period, and said printing medium feeding period as a waiting period when a sum 
of said first carriage scanning period, said recovery period and said second carriage 
scanning period is less than said printing medium feeding period, 

said carriage driving step performs said recovery process after 
stopping the carriage for said waiting period. 



25. (Amended) A printing method performing printing on a printing 
medium with a primary scan of a printingjhead over a printing medium a plurality of times, 
and with an auxiliary scan of said printing medium and said carriage in a direction different 
from the direction of the primary scan, thelmethod comprising: 

a printing step of performing printing in a leading primary scan; 
a step of performinglaid auxiliary scan after completion of said 
printing step and before initiation of printing step in a primary scan; 



wherein a period required for said primary scan from a printing 
completion position of a printing step in a sail leading primary scan to a printing start 
position of a printing step in a next primary scan is substantially equal to a period required 
for said auxiliary scan. 
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